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in Poland.    It was on that object that the British subsidy
was spent
How did Pitt's policy fare In the case of the second great
ally? Pitt was ready, not merely to ally England with
Austria for the protection of order, but to aggrandise
Austria by allowing her to receive annexations in Northern
France, as well as Alsace, and in 1793 when the Allies
began a war of conquest Pitt allowed Austria to treat Conde
as Austrian territory. By 1794 Austria, in spite of English
remonstrances, had abandoned the Netherlands, the only
part of Austrian territory which England had any interest in
helping to defend. Six months later, Austria had withdrawn
her troops behind the Rhine, and England had to evacuate
Holland, and by 1795 Austria would certainly have re-
linquished the struggle if she had not been stimulated by
financial aid from Great Britain, and by the Russian offer
of a large share in the spoils of Poland. It had been the
assumption of Pitt's policy that Austria and Prussia had an
equal interest with Great Britain in the war against the
Revolution. Three years after the war broke out, neither
of those Powers wished to fight France, and the reason that
induced one of them to keep the field was not any sense
of danger from France and French principles, but the
attraction of robbery in the East. Austria remained at
war, but in spite of the Archduke Charles' great victory
over Jourdain in August 1796, she agreed the next year,
after Napoleon's successes in Italy, to make the Treaty
of Campo Formio with France. That Treaty is the best
comment on Pitt's policy of subsidising Austria and Prussia.
Austria ceded her possessions in the Netherlands, though in
1796 England had broken off negotiations with France on
the ground that she could not in fairness to Austria agree to
the French demand for Belgium. She was a willing accom-
plice in as iniquitous a transaction as Napoleon ever com-
mitted in the bargain over Venice; she showed that the
Power Pitt wished to aggrandise as the defender of the rights
of Europe, had not enough public spirit to act as the defender